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DORSET'S Indian community is preparing for their five-day celebration of art, music, dance and devotion.

Dorset Indian Association has announced their 10th year celebration of Durga Pooja from September 28 to
October 2, one of the major Hindu festivals

Durga Puja festival honours goddess Durga’s victory over the demon Mahishasura, symbolising the eternal
triumph of good over evil.

Held in Bournemouth, this Durga Puja is one of the few in the UK to observe all five traditional days,
following the authentic rituals celebrated in state of India, West Bengal.
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(Image: Dorset Indian Association) Rohan Sen, a member of the Dorset Indian Association said the event
first started in 2016 with few families has now grown into a major cultural event drawings attendees from all
across Dorset.

Rohan said: “We have the Puja followed by the cultural program. The first day features a Quiz, the second
day is Charades, and the third day concludes with a Fashion Show.
Then, on the fourth day—our get-together—we’ll have performances including songs, dance, and piano”

Rohan shared that Durga Ma idol is handcrafted by skilled artisans from Kumartuli, Kolkata, India, a
neighbourhood famed for its centuries-old idol-making tradition.



(Image: Dorset Indian Association) He said: “We got it from Kolkata. So, it's a fibreglass idol and we got it in
2017.”

Rohan has been part of the Dorset Indian Association since 2017 and said the team work very hard each
other to make the celebration happen.

The five-day celebration will have different rituals every day such as Pushpanjali (flower offerings), the
powerful Sandhi Puja (featuring the lighting of 108 lamps), and the grand Maha Aarti.

(Image: Dorset Indian Association) These ceremonies are accompanied by devotional chants, the resonant
beat of dhak drums, and a deeply spiritual atmosphere that unites the community in reverence and
celebration.

Rohan said: “During the Durga Puja we make sure we do everything. Like I look after mainly the media side
and there are trustees who look after everything that happens upon the puja.

“We all give our heart and soul for this for five days.”


